found that the occupant instead of delivering possession
had evidently informed his friends who, it was reported,
collected in a threatening mood demonstrating against
the shop being vacated. The few police in Chandni Chowk
were unable to cope with the crowd. So they summoned
mope assistance. It came and the military or the police,
as the case may be, fired in the air. The frightened
crowd dispersed not however without stabbing a passer-
by. Happily the wound was not fatal. The result of
the rowdy demonstration was, however, curious. The
shop in question was not vacated. Whether the autho-
rity was finally defied or whether at the time of speaking
the shop had been vacated, he (the speaker) did not
know. He hoped, however, that authority to be autho-
rity would never be defied with impunity under the
state of the precious freedom India had attained. All
he could say was that the whole thing was disgraceful.,
The crowd, he was told, must have numbered not less
than 2,000.
In giving the version as it had come to him,
Gandhiji said, he had underrated it. If, however, there
was still room for correction and if it was brought to
his notice, he would gladly share it with the audience.
SHORTCOMINGS OF THE SIKHS
Nor was this all. In another part, an attempt was
being made to force the Muslim occupants out of their
places so as to make room for the Hindu and Sikh re-
fugees. The technique was that the Sikh brandished their
swords and terrified the Muslims, threatening dire
vengeance if they did not vacate their homes. He was
also told that the Sikhs were given to drinking with
the results which could easily be surmised. They danced
with naked swords to the terror of the passers-by. He
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